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February 2011 Newsletter
Pastor's Points  
        

     This is the month that is probably the most romantic, since it's the month that has Valentine's Day.

      I remember when I was a little kid in elementary school and my parents would buy a box of valentines that we would give to our classmates. I also remember the little candy hearts that would have different words on them. We would also have Valentine Day parties in class and the students would bring cookies with red frosting on them. I could eat as many as I wanted, and never had to worry about how calories were in each bite. Somehow my little body grew up and filled out, and suddenly nutritionists tell me it's better to eat a carrot or a piece of celery to satisfy my craving. Somehow that's not working for me. 

     But the real focus of this message is not the Valentine cookies or other goodies that I use to indulge in. It's what Valentine's Day represents.... Love. But the love I'm talking about goes beyond the holiday. It's the love that passes all understanding, and doesn't depend on the other person loving you first. This love is strong enough to love someone who doesn't love you back. This love is even strong enough to love your enemies.

      Someone once said that if your neighbors hate you, just keep loving them. Do nice things for them. Don't embarrass them. Just keep on loving them. Pretty soon they won't be able to stand it any longer, and their hatred will subside. There is something about love that is creative and uplifting. But there is something about hatred that destroys and tears down. So, make February the month when you will be determined to love someone who hasn't loved you back....Yet! 

Bless You,

Pastor Larry Whatley


Happy Valentine’s Day

	Turning Point United Methodist Church

252 South Main St.

Bowling Green, OH

Visit our website at www.turningpointbg.org

	Services

Discipleship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.
Youth Classes 11:00 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study Monday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Quartet Practice Thursday 6:00 p.m.
Praise Team Practice Thursday 7:00 p.m.


	Pastor Larry Whatley

For Appointments call:

(419) 373-0144

E-mail: tpcc@wcnet.org



Profile of Fran Seifert

I was born and raised in Tontogany, Ohio and my sister is Ann Nunamaker. I was born to Gertie and Edward Chenetski. I was raised in a Christian home and very fortunate to have wonderful parents. 

I graduated from Otsego High School and married shortly after I graduated. God blessed me with a daughter and son. I have six grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

I worked thirty years for Bowling Green State University as a custodial supervisor and retired eight years ago. I am now enjoying my retirement years with family and friends. 

I have been a member of Turning Point Methodist Church for five years being at the Mall and at our new location on South Main Street. 

God has blessed me in so many ways.......I thank Him often for all my blessings.......... 

God Bless.....Fran

February Discipleship Leaders

February 6th – Kay Jacob

February 13th – Christopher Jointer (Valentine’s Day Weekend)

February 20th – Therese Wilkins (President’s Day Weekend)

February 27th – Larry Whatley

_______________________________________________
Hi everyone, 

Saturday, February 19th, is Turning Point's turn to drive for Global Connections International Market Trip to Toledo.  I usually drive each time it's our turn, because this is my favorite Global Connections event.  We take international students to three different grocery stores in Toledo.  Global Connections will reimburse you for your gas.  We would need at least two drivers.  Unfortunately, I am not able to drive this time because my boyfriend is returning from Afghanistan that week so I will be in West Virginia.  He was supposed to return earlier, but if anyone knows anything about the military, they run on their own schedule.  

The International Market trip consists of driving international students to three different grocery stores in Toledo.  I believe TP is co-hosting with Grace Brethern this month.  Global Connections will reimburse you for your gas.  We would need at least two drivers. We usually leave BG (the university) around 9:30 and arrive back in BG by 1:30.  As I said, I normally drive when it’s TP's turn.  I love it.  It’s a great time to intermingle with the international community of BG.  And if you have never been to ethnic grocery stores, it's wonderful.  I get food items at all three stores.  If anyone is able to drive, please let me know ASAP.  

Thanks,
Mercedes
419.654.4336 

Now Forming: The Volunteer Office Ministries & Communications (VOM.Com).
This small group provides an opportunity for you to get involved here at TPUMCC. There are many activities and functions that take place during the year that if it were not for the help of our church family like you lending a hand would be impossible. Some of the duties are answering the phones in the church office, helping with updating the church function/usage calendar (being developed), checking and sorting mail, help update all the church and ministry brochures (being developed and or updated) along with updating our phone directory just to name a few of our opportunities to get involved. 
So please contact rsmith@bgsu.edu if you are interested along with the evening day and times that you would be available to come join us at our next meeting, or to ask your questions.
Thank You in advance, for considering joining this Small Group Ministry.

VOM.Com 
    Chair- Bob Smith
ATTENTION 

Please get your email address to Jean France or Larry so we can send the newsletter and other commutations by email to save on postage and printing costs.

Media Volunteers Needed
The media team is in need of volunteers who would like to learn more about working with a soundboard and doing Song Show Plus and Media Player on a personal computer. If you can help, please talk to anyone upstairs running the soundboard or computer or any of the media team.
Ladies’ Bible Study

 Monday night Bible study has started a new book titled “Unlearning church” by Michael Slaughter. Come at 7: oo p.m. and join us.

Thanks,

Kay Jacob

________________________________________________
Tuesday Night Bible Study

We are delaying this study for approximately six weeks and then we will be doing Twelve Steps series for Christian’s ________________________________________________

From The Desk of Ann Nunamaker...

We are so grateful to have people step up to the plate and help keep our church well groomed and cleaned. You guys know who you are. I am really thankful for all the help. Sometimes people’s schedules change and they have to move on and do other tasks in the church and community and can't put in as much time in this area as they would like to. We are, at this time, looking for more people to help all of us to carry on this mission. This is a ministry that is very important and needs to be done weekly. If anyone is willing to step forward and volunteer, we would greatly appreciate the extra help. Contact me (Ann Nunamaker) at 419-832-1039 or see Pastor Larry.
New Lead Team

SPRC (Staff Parish Relations Committee) /PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Genina Conley Chair

SPRC HAS SOME OF THE SAME FUNCTIONS OF A PERSONNEL OFFICE OR HUMAN RESOURCES DEPT.RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDES:

· SPRC MUST BE ATTUNED TO THE MOVE OF GOD’S SPIRITS THAT THEY SERVE AS GUIDES, MENTORS MANAGERS OF CONFLICT, AND INTERPRETERS OF MINISTRY TO STAFF AND THE CONGREGATION.

· WORKING WITH THE PASTOR TO ASSESS THE DIRECTION OF THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH ANNUALLY. 

· REVIEW ANY PAID STAFF JOB DESCRIPTIONS AND INFORM THE CONGREGATION ABOUT STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES AND INFORM THE CONGREGATION WHENEVER THERE IS A CHANGE.

· ASSESS AND EVALUATE MINISTRY AREAS AND STAFF WITH THE GOAL OF IMPROVING THE MINISTRIES

· REVIEW NON-SALARY SUPPORT FOR THE PASTOR SUCH AS VACATION, BUSINESS EXPENSES, HOUSING ALLOWANCE. MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE FIANCE COMMITTEE FOR ADJUSTMENTS.

· REVIEW SALARY AND BENEFITS PACKAGES FOR THE PASTOR FOR THE COMING YEAR AND SEND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE CHURCH COUNCIL.

TRUSTEES/FACILITIES - Toric Thomas Chair

SUPERVISES AND MAINTAINS ALL PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE CONGREGATION SO THAT THE MINISTRIES CAN BE EFFECTIVE. THE COMMITTEE IS ENTRUSTED TO SEE TO THE PROPER KEEPING OF GOD’S HOUSE AS A WAY TO HONOR GOD AND TO FACILITATE THE MINISTRY OF THE LOCAL CHURCH.

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH BUILDING AND FACILITIES FOR THE TRUSTEES IS TO ENABLE THE VISION AND MINISTRY OF THE CONGREGATION.

GOOD STEWARDSHIP, COMMON SENSE, AND PRUDENCE DICTATE THAT THE CHURCH, FACILITIES, PROPERTY, EQUIPMENT, FURNISHINGS AND OTHER PHYSICAL PROPERTY BE WELL MAINTAINED.

RESPONSIBILITES INCLUDE:

· OVERSEE MAINTAIN AND SUPERVISE ALL LOCAL CHRUCH PROPERTY.

· BE RESPONSIBLE IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PASTOR FOR ALL USE OF THE CHURCH BUILDING AND GROUNDS.
FINANCE COMMITTEE - Che Walters Chair

IDENTIFIES, PERFECTS AND MANAGES THE FINANCES FOR THE CONGREGATION. THE FINANCE SYSTEM IS THE PROCESS OF RAISING, MANAGING AND DISPERSING THE FINANCES .RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

· PROVIDES FINANCIAL DIRECTION FOR THE CONGREGATION AND REGULARLY REPORTS TO THE CHURCH COUNCIL (LEAD TEAM) AND TO MEMBERS

· RECOMMENDS AN ANNUAL BUDGET TO SUPPORT THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH.

· ARRANGES FOR THE ANNUAL AUDIT OF CHURCH FINANCIAL RECORDS.
LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE - Anne Dunipace Chair

· ASSIST THE CHURCH COUNCIL (LEAD TEAM) IN ASSESSING CHANGING LEADERSHIP NEEDS.

· IDENTIFY AND DISCERN THE SKILLS, GIFTS, KNOWLEDGE AND LEVEL OF COMMITMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION.

· PREPARE JOB DESCRIPTIONS FOR LEADERSHIP POSITIONS.

· MATCH POTENTIAL LEADERS WIH LEADERSHIP POSITIONS AND INVITE PERSONS TO SERVE IN THOSE POSITIONS.

· PRESENTS RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE CHARGE CONFERENCE.

· EQUIP LEADERS THROUGH TRAINING AND SUPPORT.

HOSPITALITY - Jean Sinn Chair

· COORDINATES EVENTS, INCLUDING REFRESHMENTS WHEN NEEDED, INCLUDING RECEPTIONS OR MEAL FUNCTIONS.

GREETERS/USHERS - Ann Nunamaker Chair

· IN CHARGE OF WELCOMING CHRUCH ATTENDERS AS THEY ENTER THE CHURCH FOR MORNINGWORSHIP AND OTHER CHURCH EVENTS.

· USHERS ALSO FACILITATE OFFERING TIME DURING THE MORNING WORSHIP SERICE AS WELL AS OTHER CHURCH EVENTS.

PRAISE TEAM, WORSHIP AND MEDIA - Angelo Brown Chair
SUPPORTING AND LEADING THE WORSHIP AND IN SYNC WITH THE PASTOR. THESE FUNCTIONS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING QUALITY CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP AT TPUMC. AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS GROUP IS MEDIA, DESIGNED TO ENHANCE WORSHIP VIA TECHNOLOGY, INCLUDING WEB-BASED TECHNOLOGY TO HELP GET THE WORD OUT IN WORSHIP AND RELATED WAYS.

DISCIPLESHIP - Kay Jacob Chair

GROUPS OF 5 – 10 PERSONS IN WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES AND OTHER EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS. THE GOAL IS FOR ALL TO BE IN DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES REGULARLY. ORIENTATION CLASSES REGULARLY FOR NEW AND EXISTING PERSONS. WHEN PEOPLE FIRST COME TO THE CHURCH WE MUST PROVIDE AN ORIENTATION CLASS TO ASSIST PEOPLE IN BETTER UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE, WHERE WE HAVE BEEN, WHERE WE ARE GOING AND HOW WE INTEND TO GET THERE.

SERVANT EVANGELISM - Fran Seifert Chair 

SHORT AND LONG TERM MINISTRIES WHICH ARE PROVIDED PRIMARILY EXTERNAL TO THE CHURCH, AND IN THE COMMUNITY AS SERVICE PROJECTS AND ACTS OF KINDNESS.
CHILDREN’S/YOUTH MINISTRY - Christopher Jointer Chair

COORDINATES THE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY INCLUDING KID’S WORSHIP DURING THE MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE AND THE TEACHERS WHO WORK WITH THE KIDS AND YOUTH.

HOUSEKEEPING - Ann Nunamaker Chair

KEEPS THE CHURCH CLEAN AND PRESENTABLE FOR WROSHIP SERVICES AND OTHER EVENTS AS THEY ARISE.

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING - Janet Raver Chair

LICENSED PROFESSIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNSELORS AVAILABLE TO ASSIST THE PASTOR WITH COUNSELING DUTIES WHEN NECESSARY.
OFFICE MANAGEMENT, COMMUNICATIONS, VOM - Bob Smith Chair

· ORGANIZES, MANAGES AND ADMINISTERS WORK THROUGH THE TPUMC OFFICE.

· BEING PRESENT DURING PEAK TRAFFIC HOURS,

· FOLLOWING UP ON PHONE CALLES, CORRESPONDENCE AND EMAILS,

 ASSURING ACCURATE RECORD KEEPING AND ASSURING THAT BILLS ARE PAID.

 THIS FUNCTION ASSURES EFFECTIVE DATA AND DOCUMENTATION IS COLLECTED AND COMMUNICATED FOR THE PASTOR AND TPUMC. THIS MAY INCLUDE TAKING MINUTES AT LEAD TEAM MEETINGS AND COLLABORATION WITH THOSE PREPARING THE BULLETIN, MEDIA TEAM, MONTHLY NEWSLETTER AND OTHER GENERAL COMMUICATIONS AND PROMOTING OF ALL MINISTRIES 

________________________________________________

Volunteers Are Needed

We could use both people with both technical and non-technical experience to help with the regular refurbishing work; blog writing; social networks; web development; testing and cleaning computers; driving; writing press releases; communicating with the media; managing a 501 (c) (3); and office work. Please contact us for more information on these opportunities or come join us on Tuesday nights between 4:00 and 8:00 at the church. If you have a computer that is less than five years old, chances are that it can be put to good use by someone else. We can recycle your old computer equipment at no cost to you and reduce the impact on the environment by refurbishing it and providing the gift of technology to people in need!  http://computersforcharity.webs.com
Teachers Needed
Turning Point Church is in immediate need of teachers for the youth department (ages 2-13). If you interested in working in this important area in our church, please contact Christopher Jointer or Larry Whatley.

________________________________________________
Attention
The Turning Point Food Pantry is in need of food to enable us to continue our ministry to those in need. Please find the first letter of your last name in the list below and select one (1) or more items to donate. We're trying this new way of collecting items in hopes that we can provide that which is needed to create family meals. Thanks for your cooperation and support. 

A-C     Spaghetti Sauce/Diced tomatoes/Rice                                                                                                          D-F     Canned vegetables (green beans, corn, peas, mixed vegetables, kidney beans)                                                          
G-I     Vegetable Soup/Saltine Crackers

J-L      Boxed Macaroni & Cheese/Scalloped Potatoes/Hamburger Helper

M-O    Ground Turkey/hot Dogs/Pancake Mix/Pancake Syrup

P-R     Brown Chili Seasoning Gravy Mix/Manwich/Canned Milk

S-U     Egg noodles/Spaghetti noodles/elbow macaroni/ramen noodles, etc

V-X     Canned Cream of Mushroom or Chicken Soup 

Y-Z     Canned tuna, canned chicken, canned turkey, canned ham or other canned meat

All the food that has been given so graciously has been greatly appreciated.

Thanks. Bobbie Phillips, Simone Stewart and Glendene Andricks
 

Attention: To Anyone in Need

We, as a nation, are going through some hard financial and economical times and many people may be struggling to provide the staples or needs of their families. Our church, Turning Point United Methodist Church, would like to extend our help with any food needs that we can provide to any families in need. They can have a small food basket made up for them to help feed themselves or their immediate family. Please see Bobbie Phillips, Glendene Andricks, and Simone Freeman or call the church office and leave a message. You can come and pick it up, or it can be delivered (within a reasonable distance) in Wood County or, if it is a long distance, you could pick it up. You could also see Pastor Larry. 
Thanks.  "The Team"

	________________________________________________
Attention: We need Profiles
Contact Jean France with your profile so we can get to know you.

________________________________________________
A Thank You

On behalf of the Cocoon Shelter I'd like to thank you (Turning Point Church) so very much, for your gracious donation (socks and shoes).

 We appreciate your support of our mission to provide safety, healing, and justice for battered women and their children. 

We depend on donations like yours to provide safe housing and respite from domestic violence in our community. 

Thank you for joining with us in the partnership to end violence in our community. 

Thank you, 

The Staff of the Cocoon Shelter



	


From

Turning Point United Methodist Church Women’s Christmas Luncheon 12-4-10  

By Janet Raver
How God Can Heal Painful Pasts

I. Definition of Healing-----Dictonary.com

“To make healthy, whole or sound; restore to health”

“To bring to an end or conclusion, as conflicts between people or groups, usually with the strong implication of restoring former amity; recondile:  

‘They tried to heal the rift between them but were unsuccessful.’

“To cleanse, ‘heal the soul’.

“Soothe, purge.”

II. What breaks us emotionally

a. Loss, grief  (loved one, job, home, money)

b. History of abuse (physical abuse, emotional abuse,  spiritual abuse, sexual abuse   ( Read Part I of “Courage to Heal” story about Eva Smith)

c. Someone saying something hurtful to us or about us  (Read Psalm 31: 9-13)    

III. What we tend to do, but shouldn’t

a. Retreat, isolate, withdraw, clam up, don’t trust others

b. Get revenge, lash out in anger

c. What are the results of these methods of coping? 

IV. How SHOULD we cope?

a. Study God’s precepts, practice righteousness.     (Jeremiah 6:16)  “This is what the Lord says:

Stand at the cross roads and look:  ask for the ancient paths (the tried and 

True ways of Judah’s godly ancestors), ask where the good way is, and 

Walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.” 

(Psalm 119: 50-56)  “My comfort in my suffering is this:  Your promise

Preserves my life.  The arrogant mock me without restraint, but I do not 

Turn from your law.  I remember your ancient laws, O Lord, and I find 

Comfort in them.  Indignation grips me because of the wicked, which have 

Forsaken your law.  Your decrees are the theme of my song wherever I 

Lodge.  In the night I remember your name, O Lord, and I will keep

Your law.  This has been my practice:  I obey your precepts.” 

b. Pray.  Ask for God’s help.  Ask others to pray for you.  (Jeremiah 5:14

“Is any one of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church to pray 

Over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.”
c. Trust God.  Read Psalm 31:  14-23.

d.  Talk about what is hurting.  Name the feelings.  Research shows that

                            Those who talk out their feelings heal much more quickly.   You may 

                            Need to scream, holler, and go back to where the hurt was inflicted.        
                            Read Part 2, “Courage to Heal”, Eva Smith, pages 371-372.)  
e. Write, journal, as a way of getting the feelings out.

f. Ask for support.   (friends, family, prayer partners)

g. Surround yourself with supportive, uplifting people. 

h. Fill our lives with uplifting things (Proverbs 17:22 “A cheerful heart

Is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.”)

Music therapy.  (I Samuel: 14-18, 23)   “Now the Spirit of the Lord had

Departed from Saul, and an evil and an evil spirit from the Lord tormented him.  Saul’s attendants said to him, ‘See, an evil spirit from God is tormenting you.  Let our Lord command his servants here

To search for someone who can play the harp.  He will play when the evil spirit from God comes upon you, and you will feel better.”  So Saul said to his attendants, ‘Find someone who plays well and bring him to me.  One of the servants answered him, ‘I have seen a son of Jesse of 

Bethlehem who knows how to play the harp.  He is a brave man and a warrior.  He speaks well and is a fine-looking man.  And the Lord is with him.”    Then Saul sent for David, the man mentioned.    Verse 23:  “Whenever the spirit from God came upon Saul, David would take his harp and play.  Then relief would come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit would leave him.”
                       h. “R and R”    Rest, meditate, read the Word, and give yourself an             
                              afternoon to do whatever you want.  

                       i.   Forgive.   This is a PROCESS, not an EVENT.  (Matthew 6: 14,15   

                            If ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly father will also forgive

                            You.  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will you Father

                           Forgive your trespasses.” 

j. Give thanks for the positives in your life.  (Salvation, supportive 

Friends/family, shelter, food, warmth)  
k. Look at what is right in front of you.  Use your current resources.  Do

The next “right thing.”   (Daily Word, Nov. 29, 2010 Reading).  
PRAYER FOR HEALING

 Books in the Church Library
When I was in Florida and attending the Dunedin United Methodist Church, I discovered that they were disbanding their library and were interested in selling books to anyone who wanted them. With the few minutes that I had, I searched and found some I thought would be interesting to us at Turning Point. So, these will be added to our library: 

Readers Digest Atlas of the Bible - a look at where everything happened 

"Choosing Hope", by Barry L. Johnson 

"All the Women of the Bible" by Herbert Lockyer 

"Death and the Life After", by Billy Graham 

"God's Joyful Surprise - Finding Yourself Loved", by Sue Monk Kidd 

"It's not about Me", by Max Lucado 

"When Children Ask About God", Harold S. Kushner 

"Our Special Child", a guide to successful parenting of handicapped children, by Bette M. Ross 

"Power Thoughts - if you can dream it you can do it” - by Robert Schuller 

and one more that will be available as soon as I read it myself: 

"So What's the Difference", by Fritz Ridenour - a look at 20 worldviews, faiths and religions and how they compare to Christianity 

These are all on the shelf in our basement library at the bottom of the south stairway. As always, take the book that you would like, keep it till you are through, and return it to the shelf. No time limits, no fines - just some good reading. 
 Anne Dunepace
_____________________________________________
In each month’s newsletter, we want to inform you about what’s going on at Turning                                                  Point. Please let Larry or Jean know what you would like to see in the newsletter.
Produced by Mary Hansen, Janet Raver and Jean & Russ France 
Edited by Pastor Larry Whatley
“Pointing the way to a new life in Christ”
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